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Mayor Jacobs to Highlight Supercomputer Summit 
 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.— Oak Ridge National Laboratory is home to Summit, the world’s fastest 
supercomputer with impressive capabilities that could help address many of the issues that 
COVID-19 presents.  
 
“It's a general-purpose supercomputer and therefore it can attack a multitude of scientific 
problems,” said Brandon Messer, a computational sciences expert at ORNL. “We are very 
cognizant of the fact that it’s ultimately the US taxpayer who [have] paid for Summit and we 
believe that everybody would think that this is a valid and important use of this important 
national resource.” 
 
This concludes a three-part series of vignettes the county has released on its social media 
platforms that highlight some of the businesses that have adapted to the current situation. The 
media is welcome to use the videos. 
 
Much work has been done using Summit to create basic molecular modeling that could be the 
answer for finding a treatment or vaccine for the virus, Mayor Jacobs said. 
 
“Summit’s amazing computational power makes it uniquely equipped to deal with some of the 
issues surrounding COVID-19 such as developing a vaccine, and coming up with better medical 
treatment,” the Mayor added. “And that’s attracting experts around the world using Summit to 
address the issues that COVID-19 presents.” 
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