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Crews cleaning up, evaluating damage after storms hit Knox County

Knoxville, Tenn. — Knox County Engineering and Public Works crews are busy cleaning up roads and
responding to calls today, after severe storms rolled through Knox County Wednesday afternoon and late
into the night. Currently, at least 18 roads still closed due to downed trees, and in those cases, EPW
crews are waiting for KUB or LCUB to clear downed power lines before the trees can be removed from
the roadway. Two additional roads are closed due to high water.

“Our Engineering and Public Works crews will continue to work to ensure that Knox County’s roads are
safe and clear of debris, but it is important to understand that with a storm like what we saw yesterday,
this work takes time,” Knox County Mayor Tim Burchett said. “It is important that we all have patience
and take all necessary precautions to be safe at home and when traveling the roads.”

The following roads are closed due to downed trees: Lynbrulee, Belt, Eddington, Whittower, Morefield,
Nubbin Ridge, Tipton Station, Sevierville Pike, Sims, Berry, Early, Patty, Brushy Valley, Brock,
Huckleberry Springs, Elkmont, Lakemoor and Bluff Point (one side of boulevard is open). Ebenezer and
Brown are also closed due to high water on the roadway.

Already, EPW Highway crews have cleared trees from the following roads: Clapps Chapel, Kodak,
Saratoga, Riverwood, Highland View, Happy Ln., Blue Grass, Rogers Island, Tanglewood, Fox Hollow,
Whittington, Quarry, Cooper, Farrington, Keller Bend, Washington Pike, Sumac, Dry Gap, Choto,
Sharp,Tedford, Westland and Rhea.

Knox County Engineering and Public Works isn’t the only department dealing with storm damage. The
South Knox branch of the Knox County Public Library will be closed until further notice due to storm
damage and water in the building. A site assessment is currently underway.

Also, approximately 20 trees are down in Concord Park, and crews are assessing other county parks for
damage this morning.

“We want to be sure that our citizens see as little disruption as possible,” Mayor Burchett said. “The
crews at Engineering and Public Works and in our other departments do an outstanding job.”

Anyone needing to report debris in the roadway or damage to a county park or other county facility
should call the Knox County Office of Community outreach at 865-215-HELP (4357).
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